REFLECTIONS

Ministry in Zambia

December, 2011

Chaplain Dr. Brenda Simuel Jackson
Board Member At Large, Evangelist Jerry Bernice Jones Davis, and I, Chaplain Dr. Brenda Simuel Jackson, were blessed to be used of the Lord to minister to and worship with the incarcerated in Lusaka, and Kabwe, Zambia.  Our trip began in earnest upon receipt of approval from the Republic of Zambia, Ministry of Home Affairs to visit four Zambian prison complexes.  A copy of our approval papers are attached.
Our journey started on Christmas Morn.  Jerry and I met at Detroit Metropolitan Airport.  Our itinerary included a plane change in Dulles (Washington, D.C.), a fuel stop in Dakar,

A plane change in Johannesburg, and finally, arrival in Lusaka, Zambia.  We left Metro Airport at 10:00am eastern standard time, on Christmas, and arrived at our destination on December 26, 2011 at 9:00pm (2:00pm in Detroit).  Our actual time in the air was about 20 hours. 
We were met in Lusaka by representatives of Prison Fellowship – Zambia, our host and guides, Pastor Paul Swala, and Pastor Kwacha.  These pastors spend a portion of everyday (religious volunteers), meeting the needs of the incarcerated providing food, clothing, mail, comfort,  worship, prayer, and one on one support.
Yes we arrived, but our luggage was still traveling.  Our accommodations, including breakfast meals were obtained through the Esteem Resorts, Guesthouse recommended by Prisonfellowship.

Each of us sponsored her trip, and we are thankful for the many prayers from members of the BSJ Christian Seminar Team.

December 27, 2011
We visited the Ministry of Health, and met with Dr. Penelope Kalesha-Masumba, Child Health Specialist.  She gave us assistance and directions for obtaining a yellow fever inoculation which had been recommended for Evangelist Jerry.  Jerry was able to receive her vaccination that day “under the mango tree”.  The trailer where the shots were administered is located “ under the mango tree.”  (see accompanying photos.)

We retrieved our luggage from the Lusaka Airport and then shared a meal.

We learned a few phrases in the native language:  How are you?  Muri Bwaji?

God Bless You.  Mukungu Akuda  Liseni Akudalison.

Good bye – Musale Bwino

Although our accommodations were more than adequate (see photos), the prevalence of ants and other insects required daily insect spraying.

December 28, 2011
Our journey continued with a morning visit to Kamwala Central Prison.  I conducted a

Worship with approximately 100 male inmates. The Lord spoke through Evangelist Jerry as she ministered to youth offenders (under the age of 21).  Each service was conducted in the yard of the facility.

The afternoon itinerary took us to a Farm prison.  We ministered under a mango tree, among goats, cows, and buffalo.  This facility has no fences, or bars, and community members use the sparse facilities.  The farm houses 200 inmates.  The equipment is not up to date by modern standards.  I presented a seminar on the use of the tongue, and godly communication within the prison setting and what is needed within society, to build self respect and esteem.  Evangelist Jerry taught the use of banners and streamers as praise instruments to the Lord.
We visited the local Ministry of Health facility where a few inmates were receiving medical treatment.  These inmates were ambulatory.  We were not allowed our of our car, but the inmates came to the car, and we ministered as God so led us.

December 29, 2011
Our journey went to Lusaka Central Prison, a facility built to house 300, but currently houses 1225 inmates.  Most of the inmates were in the yard, which is about the size of a large basketball court and spectator area.  It appeared that each inmate had his belongings with him, but as they set on the dirt and concrete ground on  their clothing, they were ready for worship.  My sermon text was Thessalonians 5:17, and Matthew 6:6-13.  Jerry’s lesson was from Psalm 150.  98 souls confessed Christ.  Going next door, we ministered to incarcerated women, continuing the theme of prayer, I preached from Luke 18: 1-14, persistence and Jerry continued with the topic of praise.  We met under the mango trees.  One inmate was nursing her child, and one was plucking feathers from a chicken, but all came for worship.  There were six children “doing time” with their mothers.  The Spirit of the Lord was there!
December 30, 2011
We got a very early start 6:00am as we had a two hour drive to Kabwe, Maximum Security Prison.

On arrival, after meeting with the Officer in charge, we ministered to the women in medium security area.  There were approximately 20 women sharing a room.  Bedding were pallets on the floor.  Six children were living with their mothers, and the oldest inmate was 93 years of age.  Our services were held inside the women’s living quarters.

Prior to entering the facility we observed visitors bringing food and other items to the prison.

After leaving the women’s facility, we went to the on site chapel.  Here we ministered to 200 souls on death row.  The sermon theme was Divine rest, present and future.  Housed in this facility were also men serving life sentences.  There was joy and peace in the chapel.

BSJ Christian Seminars donated $1,100.00 to Prison Fellowship for the purchase of soap, sugar, salt, and toothpaste needed by facilities visited.  On return to the US, books were sent to Prison Fellowship to assist the process of spiritual growth and rehabilitation.
December 31, 2011
Today was a time to visit briefly cultural areas, and local sites of Lusaka before leaving to return home.  We visited the monument of the First Zambian Republican President, Dr. Kenneth David Kounda,  The US Embassy, and we attended a community meeting of churches and community members who are part of the Prison Fellowship Care Group to provide aid to the inmates.  The Zambian prison system was built to house 5000 inmates.  There are 53 facilities housing 16,000 inmates.  Death row was built to house 40, and currently houses 240.  
January 1, 2012 

We shared in worship at the village church of Pastor Kwacha.  The Lord once again spoke through us, and provided the Word, and the Praise.  The Choirs of the Church truly showed their love for the Lord, and gave praise of thanks for another year.

January 2,2012
As we prepared to return home, we were blessed to share a breakfast meal with Bishop Enocent Silwamba, Executive Director of Prison Fellowship Zambia.

We were invited by the Director to return and to minister in Ndola, Zambia where there are nine prisons.

We praise God, for being used to visit “Jesus” in prison.

We left Lusaka at 1:30pm, today (6:30am Detroit time).  I arrived in Detroit at 9:45am.,January 3, 2012.  Jerry was on a different flight.

God is Good  and all went well.

Brenda Simuel Jackson
