NDOLA, ZAMBIA PRISON MINISTRY MISSION TRIP
Ministry Team:
Dr. Brenda Simuel Jackson




Sister Brenda M. Rudolph




Elder Arnoldine Lancaster

Period of Preparation:
Our journey began in October, 2012 as a result of our visit to Lusaka, Zambia which ended in an invitation to minister in the prisons of Ndola, the Copperbelt region of Zambia.  The invitation was from the then Executive Director Bishop 
Silwamba.  Our credentials were submitted to the government of Zambia through Prison Fellowship Zambia (PFZ) for approval to visit and to ministry within the prisons.  This is a three month process.  Prayers for the journey were also initiated at this time.  Our team started out as five, but only three were able to participate.

In March, 2013, after the assurance that all had been approved, there was a consecration service at Conant United Methodist Church.  We purchased our tickets individually and began planning our presentations.  The quilting group of Conant United Methodist Church gathered 121 throw blankets as part of our goal to meet the needs of those visited in prison.  Members of Galilee Baptist Church

paid the cost of shipping the blankets to PFZ to wait our arrival in Ndola.  BSJ Christian Seminars, Inc. pledged to purchase toiletry items for distribution to the inmates.  Prayers were continuous.

The Trip:

The route to Ndola was not direct.  There was an overnight lay over in Johannesburg going to and coming from Ndola.  Travel time was almost 20 hours, 1.5 hours from Detroit to Atlanta, 15.8 hours from Atlanta to Johannesburg, and 2 hours from Johannesburg to Ndola.  We left Detroit, Mi on the 17th of May and arrived in Ndola on the 19th of May.  There is a seven (7) hours time difference.

We were met at the Ndola International Airport, smaller than Detroit’s City Airport, by Mr. Eugene, owner/operator of The Katuba Guest House, the place of our accommodations.  (Pictures are/will be on the web site of BSJ Christians Seminars, Inc.) 

May 20, 2013:
Our day (and every day of our visit), started with prayer and devotion.  We were picked up by a PFZ representative, and we toured the offices of PFZ and met with the Executive Director, Teddy Mweetwa, and his staff. We went to local banking establishment to exchange currency.  We went to the local market and purchased toiletries and personal items for distribution In addition to the blankets, face soap, towels, tooth paste, tooth brushes, washing power, glecerin, and sanitary napkins for the female prisoners were purchased, as well as books for children.

That afternoon, we visited the Kensenski prison where we were blessed to minister to 200 male inmates, and 28 female inmates, two with their babies.

At the invitation, 30 confessed Christ.  Our ministering was the Gospel and Words of Encouragement.  We distributed personal items, and also left items for over 100 men deemed violent that we did not physically minister to.  This ended the first day of ministry.
May 21, 2013:
Following devotion and breakfast, we did additional shipping to purchased more personal items, having distributed more than planned on the first visit. 

We then traveled to Kamfinsa prison, which houses 1,800 prisoners.  We provided two services, one for the male population, and a separate service for the women, six with children.  As the service was open air, no real walls to keep others from hearing, many heard the word.  In this service, all men, the National Chaplain, led the attendees in the sinners prayer and many stood for dedicating themselves to Christ.  Due to the size of this population, personal items were not given.

Following a short rest, and repast, we went to a Community Church and public school.  The Sr. Pastor being Pastor Peter Chidoseliski, an x-offender giving back to the community, and providing a place for other x-offenders.  We provided a monetary donation to the church and books to the school.  The school is a one room, all grades classroom, packed with as many as three children to one desk.  (Pictures are on the web site.)  At the church, Bread of Life Church, Dr. Jackson brought the word.  Sister Rudolph provided encouragement to the children at the school, and Elder Arnoldine brought the prayers.

An exhausting day, but a blessed time.

May 22, 2013:
We gathered at the offices of PFZ for devotion, and we met with the Vice Chair of the Board of PFZ, Bishop Silwamba, former Executive Director.

Preparation was made for the trip to Chondwe prison, a camp, a place for training the inmate in agricultural skills in preparation for future release.  The road to the prison was not a road but a path overlaid with packed sand, and ditches which could wrecked any car.  The road would only sustain one car going in one direction at a time.  Hazardous driving made a short distance and long trip.
Services were held outside under a tree, and the men (189) sat on the ground.

Each of us had the opportunity to speak to the group.  As in the other facilities, personal items were provided and blankets were donated to the prison.  The officials will allow inmates in need to use the blankets, but they remain the property of the prison.

The Officer in charge mentioned there was a need for a prison library, reading material.  It was noted that none of the inmates had a Bible.  Rev. Kambungu, led the congregation in a prayer of commitment.  As the Apostle Paul, would say, we were richly encouraged to see the faith exhibited.
May 23, 2013:
All bags are packed as we prepare for our trip home.  We had a short morning service with the  PFZ staff, and a donation was given to them.  We did our photo-opt, as pictures cannot be taken in or outside of the prisons. These pictures include the current PFZ staff: Executive Director, The Accountant who helped us shop, the young men who drove, loaded and unloaded equipment and items used in our services, Patricia, who provides skills, training, and coordinator who ministers to inmate families, the Secretary to the Executive Director and The Chaplain, along with our team.
Mission anecdotes:
We were invited to return to do more prison ministry.  Dr. Jackson was requested to Contact the Superintendant of the School of Theology, as He was interested in her teaching at the school.  This subsequently led to an invitation to be a Guest lecturer at The Theological College of Central Africa.  The Superintendent Dr. Lazarus Phiri head of Pioneers, Missiologist at large, has offered to also assist in providing accommodations on our next visit.

We look forward to combining the two invitations into one, 2 to 3 week visit

In May or June 2014.  

In our layover in Johannesburg, mission changed to historical tour, and the team visited Soweto.

On returning home, books and Bibles were immediately sent to PFZ for Chondwe to start its library.

We believe God was glorified, souls received salvation, needs were met, and God’s will was done.  We end this report with a song learned in Ndola.

“I cannot do without You, I cannot do without You, I cannot do without Lord”

I cannot pray without You, I cannot not pray without You, I cannot not pray without Lord.

I cannot serve without You, I cannot serve without You, I cannot serve without You Lord.”
We thank You Lord for using us as your vessels, Amen.
Dr. Brenda
