JOURNEY INTO SWAZILAND

MAY, 2016

SWAZILAND PRISON MINISTRY

Guiding scriptures for the journey:  Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4: 18,19 and James 4:15

Isaiah:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to the prisoners.

Luke:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom to the captive and recovery of sight to the blind to set free the oppressed to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. [Jesus is speaking.]

James:

If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, 

‘Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well, but you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith, if it doesn’t have works, is dead by itself.

THE MISSION TEAM

Nkululeko (aka Leko):  Member of Eagles Wings Ministries International and Kingdom 


Explosion Ministries, Swaziland, Africa.

Sister Faith:
Member of Return To Christ Fellowship, Swaziland, Africa

Dr. Brenda Simuel Jackson:
CEO,  Bible speaks Jesus (BSJ) Christian Seminars, Inc.


and  Assoc. Minister, New Prospect Missionary Baptist Church, Detroit, MI, USA.

Pastor Sizwe:
Member of Prison Fellowship, Swaziland, Africa
Sifiso Sihlongonyane:
Volunteer, Prison Fellowship Swaziland, Africa.

THE JOURNEY
Prayerful preparation for the mission began in November, 2015, making contact with the Director of Prison Fellowship, and BSJ’s international board member, Ruth Mothopi (aka, Mimi), in South Africa.  The Director began the process with His Majesty’s Correctional Service.  Mimi contacted mission members and made connections for a Church to host me at the religious services at Eagles Wings Ministries International,lead by Pastor Samunenge and his wife Sibongile Mary Samunenge.  All areas were finalized in late April, 2016.  The date of my scheduled departure was May 4, 2016.
Answered Prayer:

On May 3rd, the day before departure, I prayed for the safety of the aircraft, the pilot, and passengers, as a prayer before departure.

I arrived at the airport a little after noon of the 4th.  As I sat at the gate, the time for boarding past and the airplane was at the gate.  Finally it was announced the flight was canceled due to mechanical problems, and the next flight would be two hours later.  Too late to make my connections  I was rebooked on another flight, but due to the distance between terminals, and the criteria of being at the gate at least an hour before take off for international flights, that’s rights, I missed that flight.  I was finally rebooked for a flight the following day, May 5, 2016.  I arrived in Johannesburg on May 6th, with an overnight stay lay-over arriving in Swaziland land on May 7th.  After the frustration wore off, I realized God had answered my prayer for safe travel.

On May 6th ,I was met at the airport by Missionary Shoabi Noko.  She and Mimi hosted me overnight.  Both are members of Women of Africa Mission Group.  After a spirit filled evening of a meal, prayer session, and a nights rest, we hurried to the airport to board the plane for a 45 minutes flight to the country of Swaziland.
Upon arrival in Swaziland, I was met by Leko and Sister Faith.  We started our trip from the airport to Ezulwini Valley, where I would be lodging at the Victory Guest House.  We realized that the car rental place would not be open by the time we reached our destination, therefore it was back to the airport for a rental car.  After about 1 ¼ hour of driving we reached the Guest house which is located behind the US Embassy.  The guards refused to allow pictures to be taken.  The driver for my time in Swaziland was Pastor Sizwe, who also assisted in ministering to inmates.

May 7th:

The team went shopping to purchase toiletries for 250 inmates housed at Piggs Peak Prison.  After completion of the shopping we returned to the Guest House, and the team bagged the items into 300 individual bags.  The items consisted of tooth paste, tooth brushes, deodorant, lotion, soap, and face cloths.  A community outreach was scheduled for Sunday afternoon, therefore food stuffs of bags of rice (50 bags,) and 50 bags of beans were also purchased.

At the Guest House, a retreat regarding brokenness was being conducted by Tim Choo for members of Prison Fellowship International, and others who worked with the imprisoned.

I was able to reconnect with  PFI members who had assisted our visitation to others African prisons: Bishop Enocent Silwamba, Regional Director of English Speaking Countries, Prison Fellowship International, and Walter Mashiya, previous Area Commissioner Department of Correctional Services, Leeuwkop Prison, Prectoria, South Africa.  Contact was also made with the Chaplain of Prisons in Botswana, Africa.

May 8th:

The day started with worship service at the Eagles Wings Ministries Church.  As it was Mother’s day, all mothers, including myself were honored.   I gave “short words” encouraging mothers, as we had to leave the service and head for “Big Bend’s” Community outreach, where I was scheduled to speak.  The team members accompanying me were Leko, Sister Faith, and Pastor Sizwe.  As it was Mother’s day, the Sermon was “Pregnant with the Gift of God, emphasizing birthing the power from within, received when we accepted Jesus the Christ, One who has no respect of persons regardless of one’s station in life.  Primary scripture, John 4:7-18, 25-26, 39,

“Jesus met the woman at the well.”  There services were held out of doors, under a tree.  There were approximately 150 adults attending, and their children.  The community people live in mud thatched housing without electricity, or running water.  They collect wood to cook over an open fire.  The residents included x-offenders and persons with positive HIV.  The local pastor, selected the needy families to receive the food stuffs brought.  To see the waving the bags of beans or rice was as if they were giving God a wave offering of thanks.   It was a blessing to see.  As we walked through the village, A mother came up to me, and said yes, Jesus has a plan for our future.  What a benediction!
Leko was handing out candy which we had purchased for the children, and she was afraid we would run out, but it was not depleted until every child received candy.  God does things like that.

I thank God that my voice which was down to whisper, came out loud and clear during the sermon presentation.  I give God the glory was again answering prayers. 
May 9th:

It was a rainy day, a cold day.  The team, Sizwe, Director Mandla Mtetwa, Director of Swaziland’s Prison Fellowship, Volunteer, Sifiso and myself, met with Assistant Commissioners of the Majesty’s Correction Department of Swaziland.  We were served Tea and cookies and reviewed our purpose and proposed agenda.  One of the Assistant Commissioners was our escort into the prisons.  Following the meeting, Pastor Sizwe and Sifiso, and I proceeded to Piggs Peak Prison.  We provided three worship services.  The first service was to 50 inmates who were awaiting trial.  We ministered to them in their living quarters.  They had floor mats and blankets for their bedding.  The Sermon Topic was “Repentance is More than Saying I am Sorry “, Matthew 3:2, Matthew 18:3, 1 Corinthians 7:9, and 1 John 1:9.  The Word went forth and The Holy Spirit was my microphone.  When the call for discipleship went forward, 25 souls said yes to the Lord’s call.
The 2nd service was held in the dining area and 100 souls attended.  These inmates are serving time for convictions.  The sermon topic was “Irrevocable Freedom,” If the SON makes you free, you are free indeed”,  again God amplified the voice, John 8:31-36, Romans 8:2, Galatians 5:1a,16.  God called 30 souls to himself.
The third service was back to groups awaiting trials.  There were 52 in attendance.  Their living quarters consisted of steel bunk beds, and a few floor pallets.  The Topic of the sermon,  “Demons are real.” Mark 5:12, Luke 8:26-39.  If Demons know the authority of Jesus, shouldn’t you.  Yes, God let His word be heard, and He drew another 25 souls to himself.  We are praying that the soil was truly ripe.  

Each inmate in each service received a bag of toiletries.  Following the services, The Officer in Charge of the prison treated us to a repast.
Later that evening, after our return from the prison, the Team shopped for items for the 319 inmates at Big Bend Prison.  The purchases including tooth brushes, and tooth paste, Vaseline,

Soap, and items left from the previous shopping was added.  The team and employees of the Guest House, helped us to bag the items.

May 10th:

The team, Leko, Sifiso, Sizwe, and I met the Assistant Commissioner at the Big Bend Prison which houses 319 inmates.  This included five women and one was carrying her baby.  The sermon topic, To Truly Repent, one must see how God views sin, but still loves us. (Romans 5:12, 3:9-10,23, John 8:31-36)  All 319 persons attended the meeting.  God is faithful, and the Word was heard, and 79 persons answered God’s call.
At the end of each service an inmate spoke for the rest giving thanks that 1).  They were not forgotten, 2) The toiletries given, 3). The Word.  In the last service, the inmate  shed tears of his joy.  What a way to end the visit. Mimi flew in from South Africa to join the team.

May 11th
We were unable to visit the Women’s facility due to special training being conducted.  The day was spent visiting the market place, and other sites.  We were hosted for lunch by Mrs.Samunenge of Eagles‘ Wings Church. After lunch, we went to prayer service.  The Holy Spirit was active, glory to His name.

May 12th
I’m all packed and we are headed for the airport for my flights home.  Mimi and I parted in Johannesburg, and I proceeded toward home.  I just barely made my connecting flight from Dulles Washington to Detroit, because of process and security protocol.  But God gave me favor.

May13th

Home again,  Blessings to all who prayed, contributed, and supported the ministry, this Journey to Swaziland.

AMEN

Dr. Brenda
